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ORALDNA®

 LABS INTRODUCES ORARISK
sm HPV SALIVARY DIAGNOSTIC TEST   

TO HELP DENTISTS ASSESS THE RISKS OF CERTAIN TYPES OF ORAL CANCER 
 
Nashville, TN – February 26, 2010 – OralDNA® Labs Inc. (www.OralDNA.com),  

leaders in advancing wellness in dentistry through salivary diagnostics, and a subsidiary 

of Quest Diagnostics Incorporated (NYSE: DGX), recently introduced its OraRisksm HPV 

test, a non-invasive, easy-to-use screening tool for identifying the type(s) of oral human 

papillomavirus (also called HPV).   Oral HPV is a mucosal viral infection that is a known 

risk factor for oral, head and neck cancers.  High risk types of HPV that persist present 

an increased risk for cancers in these regions.  This test will provide the dental clinician 

with the ability to establish risk for HPV-related cancers of the oral, head and neck 

regions and determine appropriate referral and monitoring conditions.  

 
Squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck (SCCHN) which can be found in the oral 

cavity, tongue, tonsils, oropharynx, and larynx, affects approximately 40,000 individuals 

in the United States each year.1 The most common symptoms of SCCHN include sore 

throat, earache, hoarseness, and, quite often, enlarged lymph nodes in the neck.  Early 

detection of oral HPV presents an important opportunity to detect those at risk for these 

types of cancers before symptoms appear. 

 
According to OralDNA® Labs’ Medical Director Ronald C. McGlennen, MD, “The 

availability of the OraRisksm HPV test marks an important and timely advance in oral 

diagnostics, because the at-risk profile for oral cancer is rapidly changing.” 
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The use of tobacco and heavy alcohol consumption have traditionally been considered 

to be the primary risk factors for SCCHN, but an alarming number of new cases are 

being diagnosed each year among persons who do not fit the tobacco and alcohol user 

profile.1 

 
 “In fact, a new high-risk profile for SCCHN has emerged,” explains Dr. McGlennen. 

“Recent research studies have identified several high-risk strains of the human 

papillomavirus (HPV), especially the variant known as HPV-16, as potential etiologic 

agents in the development of SCCHN.”2,3  

 

It is now estimated that 50% of all diagnosed cases of oral cancer in the United States 

are attributed to the HPV virus.4  It has been well documented that HPV transmission is 

associated with sexual contact, with the risk of contracting HPV higher among those with 

multiple sex partners.5  

 

 “Oral HPV is a silent, serious infection that can now be detected and closely monitored 

by the dental professional,” states OralDNA® Labs’ Chief Dental Officer, Thomas W. 

Nabors, DDS.  “Specifically, the laboratory report derived from the OraRisksm HPV 

salivary diagnostic test helps dental professionals identify the specific types(s) of HPV 

present, as well as the associated risk profile for each type of HPV variant detected in 

the patient’s oral cavity.”  

 
Strong candidates for the OraRisksm HPV test include patients with the following profile 

characteristics: 

 

 Sexually active 

 Family history of oral cancer   

 Signs and symptoms of oral cancer 

 Traditional risk factors for oral cancer 

 Suspicious oral lesions  
 
Innovative salivary diagnostic tests from OralDNA Labs are fundamental elements of a 

patient’s wellness plan. OraRisksm HPV is the third molecular salivary DNA test that 

OralDNA® Labs has introduced to the dental profession in less than a year. In 2009, the 

company launched two tests for periodontal disease named MyPerioPath® and 

MyPerioID® PST®.   

 
-more- 



Specifically, MyPerioPath® identifies the type and concentration of specific perio-

pathogenic bacteria that are known to cause periodontal disease and helps support 

clinicians with better risk assessment and personalized treatment options for more 

predictable patient outcomes.  

 

MyPerioID® PST® identifies individual genetic susceptibility to periodontal disease and 

enables clinicians to establish which patients are at increased risk for more severe 

periodontal infections due to an exaggerated immune response.  

 
For more information, education, and training related to OralDNA’s salivary DNA 

diagnostic tests, dental professionals, including periodontists, general dentists, and 

dental hygienists, should visit www.OralDNA.com/training or call (877) 577-9055. 

 

About OralDNA
®
 Labs Inc. (www.OralDNA.com) 

OralDNA® Labs Inc., a subsidiary of Quest Diagnostics® Incorporated (NYSE: DGX), is a 

leader in advancing wellness in dentistry through salivary diagnostics. The company’s 

goal is to help the dental profession achieve better clinical outcomes by providing 

reliable, definitive, and cost-effective clinical tests that drive the detection and prognosis 

of disease at an earlier, more treatable stage. Innovative salivary diagnostic tests from 

OralDNA® Labs are fundamental elements of a patient’s wellness plan. OralDNA® 

currently offers three DNA-Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) tests for periodontal 

disease and oral HPV:  

 
MyPerioPath® identifies the type and concentration of specific perio-pathogenic bacteria 

that are known to cause periodontal disease and helps support clinicians with better risk 

assessment and personalized treatment options for more predictable patient outcomes.  

 
MyPerioID® PST® identifies individual genetic susceptibility to periodontal disease and 

enables clinicians to establish which patients are at increased risk for more severe 

periodontal infections due to an exaggerated immune response.  

 
OraRisksm HPV, is a non-invasive, easy-to-use screening tool to identify the type(s) of 

oral HPV, a mucosal viral infection that could potentially lead to oral cancer, and in turn, 

enables clinicians to establish increased risk for oral cancer and determine appropriate 

referral and monitoring conditions.  
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About Quest Diagnostics® 

Quest Diagnostics is the world's leading provider of diagnostic testing, information, and 

services that patients and clinicians need to make better healthcare decisions. The 

company offers the broadest access to diagnostic testing services through its network of 

laboratories and patient service centers, and provides interpretive consultation through 

its extensive medical and scientific staff. Quest Diagnostics is a pioneer in developing 

innovative new diagnostic tests and advanced healthcare information technology 

solutions that help improve patient care. Additional company information is available at 

www.QuestDiagnostics.com. 
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